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COURSE OBJECTIVES

This is a doctoral seminar aimed at gaining a deeper understanding of modern strategic theory in relation to other allied fields of study such as, for instance, OT (organization theory).  This course will involve discussing the contemporary trends in advanced strategic theory, especially the dominant ones (RBV and TCE), and grouping them into logical clusters as a means for understanding the degree to which these various theories may contain tautologies or elements of circularity.

COURSE PROCEDURE


There will be joint meetings of all students with the instructor on Tuesday afternoons (1:30 to 4:30 or 5:00) in BSA 445.  However, individual consultation will continue by telephone or e-mail throughout the week, including weekends.  Not only are the students allowed to critique and contribute, they are expressly invited to do so through a class participation grade to reward the seekers of deeper connections (20% of the grade).

GRADING

In groups of two, the students in this research seminar will write two papers.  The first, somewhat shorter paper (20% of the grade), will sketch out the arguments that the final, more substantive and polished paper will develop more effectively (60% of the grade).

The two students in each team will also evaluate each other’s contribution.

COURSE MILESTONES

1-12
Introduction to the overall field of MM (macro-management theory).  Some of the basic notions of OT (organization theory) most influential on the ST (strategic theory). 

1-19
The state of the art in strategic theory before, during and after Porter.  Introduction to the TCE (transaction-cost economics).

2-2
The RBV (resource-based view) of strategic theory, its principal forms and derivatives.

3-1
The relationship between scenario planning, analytical entrepreneurship & advances in RBV (such as the theory of “dynamic capabilities”).

3-29
Paper I due.
Critique of the RBV and the DC (dynamics capabilities) approaches.

5-3
Paper II due.
Sketching out some fresh ideas for future research.

